The major symbol of Hawaiian chiefly power, the 'aha ('aha, 'sparkling breath'), visualized by Hawaiians as a sennit cord likely representative of a long-tailed comet, was assigned to specific chiefs at the time of their birth and/or at the time of circumcision at around 7-8 years of age. The names of these ‘aha have been preserved (Kamakau, 1991, pp. 155-159), and it is clear that the literal translation of these names signify historically recorded celestial events (Table 1). Stories and hula dances were created for these young chiefs which animated the celestial events and in which the newly born chief played a prominent role. These encoding processes were an attempt to rationalize and explain the celestial events themselves, and especially represented a conscious effort to stress the relationship between chiefs and the celestial heavens, thus perpetuating royal power and lineages. For example, as stated by the notable mid-19th century native Hawaiian Historian, Samuel Kamakau (1991, pp. 153-154):

Many were famous for performing this operation [of circumcision], and their stories are full of thunder and quakes, lightning, mists and rains, and of countless signs by the gods in the heavens above and on the earth below. At the time when these wondrous things were seen, the crowds knew that a royal chief, a ho’ali’i, had come forth. The signs appeared on two occasions—on the day of his birth, and when he was circumcised…[T]hese signs in the heavens would show when the ho’ali’i child was born.
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The Circumcision after the children leave the First Mother.
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Circumcision of First Father, and return of Bird-Man
